AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

It is that rumour reached the Saxons that
Attila and his Huns were pushing north, and
the Saxons, who feared little on earth, hated
and dreaded the Mongol invasion. Hence
they took to their boats en masse and made for
the nearest island. Now if there be any
truth in this, you have as by-products of the
Hunnish invasion, the medieval Venetian
Republic on the Adriatic and ultimately the
British Empire, radiating from the north.
I wonder if that is too fascinating a picture to
be historically true?

But whatever the urge that drove the
Saxons from their home, it was but a tremor
on the seismograph which records the erup-
tions of peoples compared with that which
impelled the Scandinavians. These incompar-
able seamen from Scandinavia and Denmark
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